
We Love Corralitos 
 
 

In meeting people in our community over this last year, I have heard some recurring 
themes in response to my question, “What do you think of when you hear the words 
Corralitos Community Church?” Here is what I regularly hear. 
 

•   Aloof, arrogant, uppity 
•   Only “friendly” to those who are on the inside 
•   Been here a long time 
•   Irrelevant 

o   When I press into what that means, it usually centers around the fact that 
there is no tangible benefit to our community because of our church. The 
implication is “you care for your own needs and don’t even know what the 
needs are around you here in Corralitos.” 

•   People need to know about your new Lead Pastor. 
 
It is often said that perception is reality…and this is how people perceive us. So, one 
morning I was lying in bed, thinking about these things. How do we help the people in our 
community know that we truly love them, more than they might ever know, in fact? How 
does the extravagant love of Jesus tangibly flow through us and into the community 
around us? How can we live out our Vision of seeing a movement of God where people 
are being transformed by the extravagant love of Jesus…by inserting ourselves into the 
community as a group of people that cared deeply for our community – not just their 
eternal souls but their day-to-day needs too? What if we could help meet needs, introduce 
them to CCC’s new pastor, mobilize our community to help meet needs, get the word out 
about the church, and tangibly express the extravagant love of Jesus? 
 
The idea that came to mind was this – We Love Corralitos (WLC). What if we registered 
www.weloveCorralitos.com and started promoting the website to our community through 
things like posters, signs, car stickers, etc.? Our church name would not be on the promo 
material…just simply weloveCorralitos.com. We’ve seen the way people rally around the 
Corralitos community (the recent search for Evan Bonnema comes to mind). If people 
were invited to visit www.weloveCorralitos.com and then were invited to help other people 
through it, they would love it. It would hit a sweet spot in our community, I believe. 
 
The first thing you’d see on the website would be a video from me: introducing myself, 
our church, and the purpose of the website. About the only time people would hear the 
name of our church would be in the video because the main purpose of the website 
would be to connect people-in-need in our community to people who can help meet 
their needs. The first version of the site would simply list all the non-profits in Santa Cruz 
County that serve the needs of people. There is help out there right now but many people 
don’t know it. There are over 200 non-profits serving eneds right now…and I am not sure 
that many people know who they are and what they do. The first step would be for us to 



just create awareness of what is already offered in our area. We would be tangibly serving 
the community by helping them become aware of where to go for help. 
 
As our capacity grows as a church and we could invest more time and energy into the 
project as a community outreach, we could even begin helping directly connect the 
people-in-need to the people-who-meet-needs. For example, an elderly woman needs 
help fixing her porch railing but does not have the means to do it. Instead of forwarding 
that need to a local non-profit organization, we put the word out to our volunteer team and 
they go help fix the railing. The volunteer pool would not be just people from our church. 
Registered volunteers could come from all over our community – anyone who wants to 
help someone else (churches, businesses, schools, Boy/Girl Scouts, individuals, etc.). 
This would unite people from across our community. 
 
We could also partner over time with other groups, such as the Padres, Women’s Club, 
Holy Eucharist, the Grange Hall, etc.  
 
Here’s what this project would accomplish: 
 

•   Help meet tangible needs in our community. 
•   Help connect people together from all walks of life. 
•   Help get the word out about our church to our community. 
•   Help get the word out about our new Lead Pastor. 
•   Help raise funds for charitable work in our community. 
•   Help people know that our church LOVES our community, whether you come in 

the doors on a Sunday or not! 
•   Help our church become relevant by giving people a huge YES! answer to the 

question, “If CCC ceased to exist today, would our community-at-large care or 
even notice?” 

 
We could do all of this for less than $100. In fact, we have already registered 
weloveCorralitos.com. We also registered weloveAptos.com, and 
weloveWatsonville.com (for future use). It would take us a couple of hours to put up a 
website/video. All in all, getting this project going will take less than $100 and a few hours 
of labor. If we had a donor who saw the vision of the project, we could even mail a We 
Love Corralitos postcard to every home in our area for around $1,000. 
 
The risk is extremely low and the reward is extremely high. And the time to begin reaching 
out into our community with creative ideas like this is now. Creative ideas like this are 
what help move us into a new season of fruitfulness. Let’s do what we can with what we 
have, expecting God to bring the fruit…and he will! 


